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SUB J : STEPS TOWARDS REVITALIZING LABOR PARTY 

1. SUMMARY: TWO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, AN EFFORT TO FORM 
NEW "CENTRIST BLOC" WITHIN LABOR PARTY AND CONVOCATION OF 
LABOR ALIGNMENT POLITICAL COMMITTEE FOR FIRST TIME IN TWO 
YEARS, HAVE HIGHLIGHTED MAJOR EFFORT CURRENTLY UNDERWAY TO 
ESTABLISH PRIME MINISTER RABIN'S AUTHORITY OVER HIS OWN 
PARTY AND AT SAME TIME TO REVITALIZE IT FROM WITHIN. RABIN 
AND HIS ASSOCIATES ARE AWARE OF ERODING SUPPORT FOR 

LABOR PARTY IN RECENT YEARS, AND BROAD POPULAR EXPECTATION 
THAT TRANSITION OF POWER TO LARGELY SABRA GENERATION WOULD 
INVOLVE NEW CONCEPTION OF PARTY POLITICS, NOT JUST 
SUBSTITUTION OF PERSONALITIES. WHETHER LABOR PARTY CAN RISE TO 
CHALLENGE, GIVEN INERTIAL FORCE OF DEEPLY ENTRENCHED FACTIONAL 
RIVALRIES, WILL HAVE IMPORTANT BEARING ON RABIN'S ABILITY 
TO CARRY ISRAELI POLITICAL ELITE WITH HIM IN MAJOR FOREIGN 
POLICY AND ECONOMIC DECISIONS AHEAD. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRIME MINISTER'S CHALLENGE. ONE OF MAJOR PROBLEMS 
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FACING PRIME MINISTER RABIN HAS BEEN AND REMAINS NECESSITY 
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OF ESTABLISHING HIMSELF AS LEADER OF LABOR PARTY AS WELL AS HEAD 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. COMING FROM LARGELY NON-POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
IN ARMY AND DIPLOMATIC SERVICE, AND NOT SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED 
WITH ANY OF LABOR PARTY'S FACTIONS, RABIN HAS BEEN NOVITIATE 
IN COMPLEX GAME OF ISRAELI POLITICS. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES HAVE 
HIGHLIGHTED THIS PROBLEM FOR HIM AND WE KNOW SOME OF HIS PERSONAL 
ADVISORS HAVE BEEN URGING HIM TO TRY TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 

3. LABOR PARTY FACTIONALISM. ENDEMIC AND SO FAR INSOLUBLE 
PROBLEM OF LABOR PARTY HAS BEEN ITS DEFACTO DIVISION INTO THREE 
COMPETING FACTIONS— EXTENSION OF PARTIES WHICH CAME TOGETHER 
WHEN IT WAS FORMED IN JANUARY 1968. NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES HAVE 
INCLUDED ALLOCATION OF CABINET POSTS BY FACTION RATHER THAN BY 
MERIT, CHRONIC INTERNAL RIVALRIES, AND CREATION OF AN ATMOSPHERE 
OF PETTY POLITICS DISCOURAGING YOUNG PEOPLE FROM ENTERING PARTY. 

4. COLLAPSE OF MAPAI. MOST STRIKING PHENOMENON IN THIS 
CONNECTION, PARTICULARLY SINCE OCTOBER 1973 WAR, HAS BEEN 
GRADUAL DECLINE IN POLITICAL POWER OF MAPAI, WHICH HAD BEEN 
MAINSTREAM OF IDEAS AND PERSONALITIES IN SOCIALIST MOVEMENT EVEN 
BEFORE 1948, AND OF LABOR PARTY SINCE ITS FORMATION. IN COMPETITION 
TO SUCCEED MRS MEIR LAST YEAR, NEITHER OF TWO CANDIDATES -RABIN 
AND PERES-HAD AFFILIATION WITH MAPAI. MAPATS MAIN LEADERS HAVE 
EITHER DIED, RETIRED, OR BEEN SIDELINED. IN CURRENT CABINET, MAPAI 
HAS NUMERICAL PREDOMINANCE, BUT DOES NOT CONTROL KEY PROTFOLIOS. 

A MEETING LAST WEEK OF MAPAI NOTABLES, INCLUDING SAPIR, TRIED TO 
REVIVE MAPAI FORTUNES, BUT REPORTEDLY ENDED INCONCLUSIVELY. 

5. LABOR PARTY'S UNCERTAIN FUTURE. RABIN. THEREFORE, FACES DUAL 
CHALLENGE OF REVITALIZING LABOR PARTY AND ESTABLISHING HIS CONTROL 
OVER ITS VARIOUS COMPONENTS. LABOR PARTY LEADERS ARE AWARE THAT 
ISRAEL PUBLIC VIEWS FACTIONS AS ANACHRONISM, AND THAT WITHOUT 
MAJOR REFORM FROM WHTHIN, PARTY'S SUPPORT WILL CONTINUE TO 
DETERIORATE. IF REFORMS ARE TO TAKE HOLD IN TIME TO AFFECT VOTERS' 
PERCEPTION OF LABOR PARTY, THEY MUST BE IMPLEMENTED WELL BEFORE 
NEXT GENERAL ELECTION, DUE TO TAKE PLACE AT END OF 1977. 

6. CENTRIST BLOC. 

NUMBER OF LABOR PARTY LEADERS ARE ATTEMPTING TO CREATE 
INFORMAL "CENTRIST BLOC WHICH WOULD GRADUALLY REPLACE FACTIONS. 
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THIS "CENTRIST BLOC" WOULD BE BASED ON LABOR PARTY'S REGIONAL 
CENTERS-PARTICULARLY TEL AVIV, JERUSALEM AND HAIFA— AND WOULD 
INCLUDE MEMBERS OF ALL THREE FACTIONS. HAIFA MAYOR ALMOGI AS 
WELL AS FORMER TEL AVIV MAYOR RABINOWITZ (NOW FINANCE 
MINISTER) AND JERUSALEM’S MOSHE BARAM ARE SPEARHEADING THIS 
INITIATIVE, TOGETHER WITH INTERMEDIATE GENERATION SHILUV ORGANIZATION 
(MEMBERS BETWEEN 30-40) LED BY MK MIKA HARISH. TEST OF 
WHETHER SUCH A CENTRIST BLOC CAN INDEED COME INTO EXISTENCE, AND 
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BE EFFECTIVE, WILL COME ONLY LATER THIS YEAR WHEN LABOR PARTY'S 
INTERNAL ELECTIONS TAKE PLACE (AT AN UNSCHEDULED DATE). 

7. LABOR ALIGNMENT POLITICAL COMITTEE MEETS. IN RELATED 
DEVELOPMENT, PRIME MINISTER RABIN ON FEBRUARY 18 CONVENED FIRST 
MEETING IN TWO YEARS OF LABOR ALIGNMENT (LABOR PARTY AND MAP AM) 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE. PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED HOST OF LABOR 
ALIGNMENT PERSONALITIES INCLUDING ALL MINISTERS, MOST OF ITS 
MEMBERS ON KNESSET FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND SECURITY COMMITTEE, 

TWO SECRETARIES GENERAL. CHAIRMAN OF KNESSET FACTION AND OTHERS. 
NOTABLY MISSING, FOR ONE OR ANOTHER REASON, WAS "OLD GUARD 
MRS MEIR, DAYAN, EBAN AND SAPIR. PRIME MINISTER UTILIZED 
MEETING TO REVIEW LATEST DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER, AND 
ASSESS CURRENT STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN INTERIM 
AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT. HE RECEIVED VERY BROAD EXPRESSION 
OF SUPPORT FOR HIS POLICY. CONVOCATION OF THIS MEETING WAS 
CLEARLY AN EFFORT BY THE PRIME MINISTER TO TRY TO GET A BETTER 
GRIP ON THE LEADERSHIP BOTH OF HIS OWN PARTY AND OF THE ALIGNMENT 
(WITH MAPAM). GIVEN THE EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT, IT WOULD APPEAR 
AT LEAST A PARTIAL SUCCESS. IT SEEMS CLEAR, THOGH, THAT THE LARGER 
GOALS-OF ELIMINIATIN G FACTIONALISM— FOR THE PARTY-AND OF 
ESTABLISHING CLEAR PERSONAL CONTROL-FOR RABIN WILL DEPEND 
TO A GREAT EXTENT ON THE IMAGINATION AND ENERGY WITH WHICH MATTER 
IS PURSUED. 
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